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LADISON 6, USA
Dear Professor Lederberg,

I wish to be apologized for being late in answering your
kind letter of October 12, 1956. The fearful znd tragic events
in Hungary absorbed all of our interests. Kow, I am getting re-—
cover the deep psychic shock céused by the latest incidents.

I agree with you in the gquestion of terminology of S5-R
varigtion. No doubt, the discovery of S5-R variation of enteric
bacteria was a considerable success znc a reat part of confusgion
concerning the veristion of tinils group 0f veacteria has been eli-
minated by the S-R notstion. This notation might useful even in
the case of some e capsulated bscteria. There are, however, some
cases, €.£.00. tuberculosis where the S—~R nototion is not justified.
vThat is why I felt uncertenity when I wanted to designate somehow
the mutetion of Bacillus megsterium. I am very greatful for your
letter in which you helped me to overcome my hesitstion how to
term the muiation of Bacillus megsterium. I dropped the S-R no-
tetion in the fingl draft of my manuscript which will be published
in Zbl.f.3ekt.0rig.I. I used similgr symboles to thet yocu were
kind to propose me. The symboles are based upon the antigenic
sturcture of cell wall and the pahe sensitivity or resistency
of veriant.

You were as kind as to refer in your letter to thet there is
some interest that "rough'" iscvlates are also non-motile. I have
tired to select motile “reversion®" fror these .cultures bLut my
all attemps failed so fgr. I had en opportunity to mest Ir.Stocker
at London this spring snd discuss about tais very question. The
flageller transduciton by temperate pheges is out of guestion
for the "rough" isolates are entirely resistant to phages.

‘ The note which you enclosed to your letter is extreemly
interesting. I was always of the opinion that the L-form are
not & special live-cyclus of bLacteris ara tae whole mysterious

business of "filtrable form" of bacteria is coming off the misin-
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terpretation of experiments the results of which were due either
to some technical error or due to an "denegenerztive" develop-
ment of cells. A part of the Sovjet athors end tneir young, and
eager followers here still of the ovpinion that there is g non
organized form of "living materiel", and this form of 1life, zlso
the "filtrgble bacteria". After downfzll of Bosjehn, Lepesinszksja
and Lisenko, this theory of "filtrzuvle vecteria" is ﬁot much
ettractive 7. the pecple who zavocate it as 1t was vefore. Your
observetion and interpretetion of the nsutre of L-forms, there-
fore, is more then mere scientific fact; it is "philosophy".

The adresses reguested by you: J. VADASZ, Egyetemi Szdvettani
Intézet, BUDAPEST IX. Tizoltd utca; Prof. J. HORVATH, Asrértudomdnyi
Eeyetem, GODULLS, Hungery..

With all good wishes for the new year.

Yyours sincerely,

b Tvraente

Prof.G.Ivdnovics



